
Annex 2 

Extracts taken from: Defoe, Daniel. Robinson Crusoe. Penguin Popular Classics, 1994, 

to work with our students in session six (“Robinson Crusoe with a Cellphone”). 

The Journal 

September 30, 1659 

I, poor miserable Robinson Crusoe, being shipwrecked during a dreadful storm in the 

offing, came on shore on this dismal, unfortunate island, which I called „The Island of 

Despair"; all the rest of the ship‟s company being drowned, and myself almost dead. At 

the approach of night I slept in a tree, for fear of wild creatures; but slept soundly, 

though it rained all night (72). 

From the 1st of October to the 24
th

 

All these days entirely spent in many several voyages (on a raft) to get all I could out of 

the ship, which I brought on shore every tide of flood upon rafts. Much rain also in the 

days, though with some intervals of fair weather; but it seems this was the rainy season 

(72). 

October 26 

I walked about the shore almost all day, to find out a place to fix my habitation, greatly 

concerned to secure myself from any attack in the night, either from wild beasts or men. 

Towards night, I fixed upon a proper place, under a rock, and marked out a semicircle 

for my encampment; which I resolved to strengthen with a work, wall, or fortification, 

made of double piles, lined within with cables, and without with turf (73).  

November 7 

Now it began to be settled fair weather. The 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, and part of the 12th (for 

the 11th was Sunday) I took wholly up to make me a chair, and with much ado brought 

it to a tolerable shape, but never to please me; and even in the making I pulled it in 

pieces several times (75). 

November 23 

I spent eighteen days entirely in widening and deepening my cave, that it might hold my 

goods commodiously. 

NOTE. - During all this time I worked to make this room or cave spacious enough to 

accommodate me as a warehouse or magazine, a kitchen, a dining-room, and a cellar. 

As for my lodging, I kept to the tent; except that sometimes, in the wet season of the 

year, it rained so hard that I could not keep myself dry, which caused me afterwards to 



cover all my place within my pale with long poles, in the form of rafters, leaning against 

the rock, and load them with flags and large leaves of trees, like a thatch (76). 

December 27 

Killed a young goat, and lamed another, so that I caught it and led it home in a string; 

when I had it at home, I bound and splintered up its leg, which was broke. 

N.B. - I took such care of it that it lived, and the leg grew well and as strong as ever; 

but, by my nursing it so long, it grew tame (...). This was the first time that I entertained 

a thought of breeding up some tame creatures, that I might have food when my powder 

and shot was all spent (77). 

 


